


	 Year 1 Spring A Theme – Roots, Shoots & Muddy Boots

This half term, the pupils will be exploring the world of plants and nature through a range of non-fiction story times, arts and crafts activities and exploring. Through reading and observing the natural world, pupils will develop their understanding of the environment. Pupils will have opportunities to be creative and work together as they explore gardens, edible plants and the wonders of how plants grow. 


We will focus on four key topics:

· In the Garden- Pupils will spend time outdoors, exploring plants, insects, and animals that can be found in a garden. They will learn to identify different plants, what they need to grow and see the changes that happen in the gardens in different seasons. 
· Edible Plants- Pupils will learn about the plants we can eat and how they grow. They will explore where fruits and vegetables come from and how they can help us to stay healthy. 
· Let’s Plant a Garden- Pupils will create their own small garden. They will learn what plants need to grow and develop practical skills in planting and caring for them. 
· Just Keep Growing- Pupils will study plants in more detail and learn how they grow and survive. They will carry out experiments and investigate how climate can affect plant growth.  
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	Core Subjects

	Maths
The Number System (Measurement)

· Bulb- To develop visual skills to discriminate between items and begin to make comparisons related to measurement. 
· Branch- To understand and use comparative language related to measurement in a range of functional contexts.
· Blossom- To apply measurement vocabulary to solve problems and make accurate measurements using standardised units.
  
	English
Language Comprehension
(Vocabulary)
· Bulb- To begin to recognise and use common nouns and verbs.
· Branch- To build understanding of sentence structure and begin using wider vocabulary.
· Blossom- To develop language by forming full sentences and explore synonyms and antonyms. 


Reading Comprehension (Explain/Inferencing)
· Bulb- To engage with images in a book by looking at, identifying, and labeling pictures during reading.
· Branch- To answer simple ‘wh’ questions and identify key settings, events, and characters and infer basic points of a story. 
· Blossom- To describe and retell stories, ask questions about the text and infer how characters may feel based on events. 

	Science (Seasons)
· Bulb-To name the four seasons and identify the weather associated with each.
· Branch-To identify which months are in each season.
· Blossom-To recognise key events, celebrations and descriptive words associated with each season.

	
	
	PSHE (potential units, selected on a pupil-by-pupil basis)
· Bulb-To identify different jobs people do, including the roles of adults in school. 
· Branch-To identify community jobs, to understand what a community is and the different groups that form it. 
· Blossom-To understand how to use emergency services responsibly and how personal strengths relate to future jobs. 


	Other activities you can complete at home

	Art/ Crafts – Students will explore arts and crafts through hands-on experiences that connect nature, plants, seasonal changes, measurement and understanding the jobs people do in our community. Activities may include cutting, sticking and tracing to support fine motor skills, as well as painting with leaves and branches, planting flowers and creating collages inspired by research and exploration. 
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Humanities-Geography- (Nature and the World Around Us)

· Pupils participating in nature walks, exploring and identifying basic features in their surroundings (tree, building, bird, flower) 
· Creating weather charts and simple maps of the community they live in. 
· Animal and plant sorting activity according to simple characteristics.
· Creating mini ecosystems in jars and observing the growth and changes.  
· Investigating different weather and climate, measuring temperature and rainfall and analyzing patterns over time. 


	Outcomes:
· ALL – To explore plants and animals in their everyday environment. 
· MOST – To learn what plants need to grow and develop practical skills in caring for them.
· SOME – To carry out experiments and investigations on climate and plant growth. 
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In the Garden
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	· The Garden
· Peep Inside the Garden
· Garden Time 

	Edible Plants
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	· Plant It! Grow It, Eat It.
· Secrets of the Vegetable Garden.
· From the Garden.


	Let’s Plant a Garden
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	· The Girl Who Planted Trees
· Dig In!
· Plant, Sow, Make & Grow

	Just Keep Growing
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	· National Geographic- Plants
· How Plants Grow
· Seed to Plant
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