SPRING NEWSLETTER

31ST MARCH 2021

❄ Snowflake School News ❄
Safe, Understanding, Patient, Enthusiastic, Respectful

Super Nova class have been making great use of the change in weather

A message from Kerry, Headteacher
It’s difficult to put into words how I feel about this term. This
lockdown and partial closure was much more painful because
of the greater chance of staff, pupils and families catching
Covid.
We turned our lovely art room into a testing centre, until I decided staff
should do this at home and now we are all very used to twice weekly testing
and wearing masks. It’s a different world where my 21-month granddaughter
knows what a mask is for and treats it as normal practice.
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INSET DAY
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Monday 19th
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April 2021

Monday 31st
May 2021

April 2021

1

We would like to
congratulate Eleni
for her promotion
to Lead Tutor
Coordinator. Well
done and keep up
the amazing work!
Eleni will be
supporting in
primary school with
training our tutors.

Congratulations to
Polita who has been
promoted to Lead
Tutor in Diamond
class.

Congratulations
also goes to
Shreena who
scored 100% in her
competencies this
term. An incredible
achievement.
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STAFFING
At the same time, we have
employed some amazing new staff and
welcomed some adorable new pupils who have
joined the Snowflake family and are already
keeping the tutors and supervisors on their
toes.

and Language Therapists have continued to
work on-line for the remainder of this term and
will be working in person again, after Easter.

Lee our Occupational therapist has increased her
working days to 3 and we have been able to
offer fun, active lunchtime activities in the main
hall in Acton. In Primary we have created an
extra outside space for staff to eat their lunch in
the warmer weather and pupils have returned to
Nevern Gardens at lunchtimes. We are hoping to
re-start swimming after Easter.

We hope we will be able to invite you to join us
in the summer term, maybe for small show of
some kind, however we will have to wait and
see what happens in relation to guidance we
receive.

ANNUAL REVIEWS
Annual Reviews will continue remotely for the
remainder of this academic year.

In the meanwhile, thank you for your ongoing
support for Snowflake School, you enable us to
do the job we do and give as much as we do for
your sons and daughters and we are full of
appreciation and
admiration for you all.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
In Acton we have continued to create our school
with new chairs in various shades of purple and
grey, a lovely new sofa for the chill out room
and lots of other new resources. We were also
lucky enough to receive a donation for musical
instruments, so have upgraded all our
instruments to use across both sites, including
keyboards and drums

I wish your health,
happiness and sunshine,
for this Spring Holiday.
Warmest Regards
Kerry

On that note, it was wonderful to welcome back
our teacher and music therapist Victoria and
Charlotte, as Victoria said, “It’s great
to see everyone in 3D!” Our Speech

A MESSAGE
FROM PRIMARY
It’s been such a nice half term, being able to have everyone back in school at
the same time. Every one of our pupils has transitioned back into school very
smoothly. We also had two new pupils join us, whom we would like to say an
official welcome to! We will continue to try and keep all of our families and
staff as safe as we can and will be in contact with all of you to keep everyone
updated on any changes.
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SCHOOL TRIPS
We have been able to resume access to
Nevern Garden and have sent home consent
letters for swimming. Please return these as
soon as possible to inform us whether you
would be happy with your child accessing
swimming sessions once a week.
During playtime we have been doing lots of
learning and focusing on our social skills,
playing with each other, saying “Hi” and taking
turns.

AND FINALLY…
I am sure you will join me in thanking both
students and staff for an excellent half term’s
work and once again I would like to thank you
for your continued help and support throughout
this incredibly challenging time. I wish your
family an enjoyable, restful and safe break.

We continue to have SALT over zoom but we are
really happy to have OT and music in school.
Have a great Easter break and we look
forward to seeing everyone next term!

Andrea Moldovan-Grunfeld, BCBA Assistant
Head of Primary

Sapphire Class News
Sapphire class is very happy to be back with all
our pupils and tutors. We have all settled back
into our school routine.
We have been very creative
making lots of beautiful art
pictures to stick on Sam’s
desk and our ‘piece of art’
wall. We also enjoyed
designing our Mother's Day
cards.

Samantha, Sapphire class Supervisor.

Diamond Class News
Diamond class has had a great time being back in school, it was really
wonderful to have everyone back in class and joining in registration
altogether.
There was so much fantastic work going on in the classroom.
All pupils have been working together on our class display learning to
take turns and sharing art resources.
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Diamond Class News
The tutors have done an amazing baking class, where our pupils made
chocolate cupcakes whilst learning about ingredients and following
instructions!
Other highlights have been pupils increasing their independence by learning
to cut their own food at lunch and learning to wash their hands independently.
Have a lovely half term.
Paulina, Diamond class supervisor

Emerald Class News

together and listening to songs together every
day.

It has been lovely to welcome back all our
pupils, and also to have two new pupils join
Snowflake School in Emerald Class this half
term.

Have a great half term break and we look
forward to the summer term!
Jess, Emerald class Supervisor.

There has been lots of wonderful work by our
pupils in Emerald Class, we were very creative
making Mother’s Day cards and everyone has
contributed to our spring display – sharing art
resources and learning to work together in class.
We are still enjoying our music sessions, SALT
sessions over zoom and working on increasing
our independent living skills through hand
washing and increasing our independence at
lunch time.
In our NET sessions we have all been enjoying
art, water play and spending time outside in the
playground with
our friends. We
are all successfully
learning to share
and take turns,
especially in
registration and
circle time where
we all love getting
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Thoughts for the
holiday

Everything is about me.
I think I make good things happen. I
think I make bad things happen.
I even think I make things happen that have
nothing to do with me!

Mairead and Lee our SALT and OT, have
provided some insightful thoughts for
our pupil’s wellbeing during the
holidays.

Everything I do has meaning.

Research suggests that children between 4 and 6
years old laugh up to 400 times per day.

My behaviour is not about you, it is about
getting what I need to feel safe and secure in my
body/brain connection.

Laughter releases 'happy hormones' into our
bodies, making us seek repetition of, or from the
activity, routine or person.

I’m not trying to get at you, I need help, I’m
trying to gettoyou.
I need you all the time, but what I need from
you changes.

Let's spend this half term connecting by focusing
on fun and laughter, as much as possible.

Created by Southern Primary Health, Early Childhood and Family
Service, March 2009, Adapted by Lee O’Brien, Paediatric
Occupational Therapist, 2021

A big thank you
to our supporters
Thank you goes out to
Freemasons' Canonbury
Chapter, for their kind
and generous donation
to Snowflake School.
Seeing the world through the eyes of
our children

We are all so excited to jump
on our new trampoline in
Primary!

My feelings are very big and real.
I can’t make sense of them or manage them by
myself.

Another thank you to Ladbrokes Coral Trust for
their donation that allowed us to purchase
scooters, helmets and knee protectors. We are
hugely grateful that this donation has given our
pupils the opportunity to learn how to ride a
scooter safely. Something we will be embracing
more of as we enter the summer term and the
hopeful warm weather.

When my feelings are big, I can’t listen and
learn.
When my feelings settle, I can learn with your
help.
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A MESSAGE
FROM
SECONDARY

WELCOME
Our new Supervisor, Poonam has settled in
really well and has become part of the
Snowflake family, along with her students in the
Milky Way Class. We will also be welcoming two
new students in the coming term.

What a wonderful, albeit
short few weeks, the last term has
been where we have finally been
together again.

SUMMER
As the weather warms up and the students have
settled back so well, we have begun to visit one
of the local parks in our area, Mill Hill
Gardens which also has play equipment.
Students have thoroughly enjoyed these
outings. We are looking forward to
beginning more community trips.

It has been fantastic to welcome all of our
students back and to be able to engage with our
young people without a screen. To finally have
students back together, engaging with their
peers as they should has been a prospect we
have all been eagerly waiting for.
We have also been able to welcome back most
of our staff including, Lee our occupational
therapist, Charlotte our music teacher and
Victoria our national curriculum teacher. After
Easter our two speech and language therapists,
Mairead and Roxy will be back on site with us,
rather than on a screen.

We hope you have a lovely break and look
forward to an exciting summer term with all our
staff and students.
Catherine Stephenson.
Assistant Head of Secondary

Supernova class News

THANK YOU TO STAFF

Supernova class have been doing an amazing
job this term. All students have bonded really
well with their tutors and it is lovely to see them
learn and work together towards meeting their
targets.

Again, staff have worked incredibly hard to
adapt and to embrace the challenges that the
last number of weeks have presented. Our team
of dedicated staff will continue to help our
students to grow, learn and reach their full
potential. I thank the team for their continued
motivation. We will continue to adhere to all
government guidelines to ensure safety when
we return after the break.

Everyone has been contributing to the
decorations and students are about to create
their own artistic "supernova", which will be

Parents, let me take this time to thank you for
your hard work in making sure that your child
was able to complete work resources sent from
school and to access online zoom sessions.
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displayed on one of our walls. Our exciting new
values-tree is flourishing, with nominated staff
and students for their amazing accomplishments
throughout this term. Every single one of us
loves going to the nearby Mill Hill Gardens,
where students can enjoy the
playground equipment and the green
space.

Everyone has been enjoying the
classroom space 😊 . They both like
using the gym ball and bean bag for OT
and Ravson loves playing in the tent.
Poonam, Milky Way Supervisor

Shooting Stars class News
Shooting Stars class has had a super busy half
term and we have loved being back together at
school!

Vasilis, Supernova class Supervisor

Milky Way class News

Pupils start their day off with a ‘morning
mindfulness’ session where we check in with
how we are feeling and are working on
breathing techniques, warm up and cool down
mind and body activities.

This term Milky Way has been quite busy
welcoming its pupils.
Ravson finally said hello to his new teachers and
has been having the time of his life getting to
know them. Milky Way is increasing everyone’s
appetite. Maddie has been cooking with Ravson
and Adya, and the smell from the cookies and
soda bread has been taking over the kitchen
corridor making everyone’s mouth water.

We have been
learning about the
changes that Spring
brings with it, our
story for the term
has been Seren’s
Seasons. We have
also been working on
telling time using both digital and analog clocks
and also to record results in a Science
experiment. Drama sessions with Adam have
been so much fun!

Ravson and Adya are enjoying each other’s
company and build a marble run together.
Adya continues to blow kisses to everyone in the
morning registration, while Ravson gets excited

All staff have worked
brilliantly together to ensure
pupils have settled back to
school well and enjoy
learning with their
friends.
Leah, Shooting Stars Class Teacher
to see what date it is and they both participate
doing actions during morning movement.
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